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ennVet’s Department of Clinical Studies at New
Bolton Center began collaboration with
WoodsEdgeWool Farm in Stockton, N.J., in
new research projects on clinical evaluation of
pregnant alpacas.The School pioneered the studies on
clinical evaluation of pregnancy in mares, and recently
Drs. Leonardo Brito (reproduction lecturer), Patricia
Sertich (associate professor of reproduction), JoAnn
Slack (assistant professor of cardiology/ultrasound) and
Lauren Greene (reproduction resident) began clinical
evaluation of pregnancy in camelids.With camelids only
producing one offspring per year, problems that arise
during gestation that may put the pregnancy at risk can
have a serious economic impact on the breeder. In
humans and other domestic species, especially horses,
significant
developments have
allowed doctors to
recognize problems and
develop successful
treatment strategies for
abnormal pregnancies,
thus increasing the
likelihood of fetal
survival.
With this research,
Dr. Brito hopes to
make information
available to alpaca own-
ers and their veterinari-
ans to maximize the number of live healthy newborns.
According to Dr. Brito, one reason PennVet chose
WoodsEdge was because of its 20 years of data collection
on camelid reproduction parameters, with 16 years under
the supervision of the renowned equine theriogenologist
Dr. Dean Neely.
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averick, a
one-and-
a-half
year-old
Quarter Horse cross,
was brought to New
Bolton Center on
January 3, 2007, after
having been rescued by
Amy and Dan Oliva
the previous March
while waiting to be
loaded onto a slaughter
truck. He appeared to
have an injury in his
left hind leg that was
affecting his hoof.After
a growth spurt in the
summer of 2006,
Maverick’s back leg
became extremely
lame and his hoof
began to roll over, causing him to eventually walk
on his coronary band.The Olivas’ local veterinarian
and farrier were very surprised with the speed of
Maverick’s hoof change and recommended he be
brought to New Bolton Center for evaluation.
Upon arrival at the George D.Widener Hospital for
Large Animals, attending veterinarians Drs. Liberty
Getman, David Levine and Steven Zedler
confirmed a club-foot deformity and recommended
surgery. Maverick was admitted, and had a deep
digital flexor tenotomy performed at the level of the
pastern under general anesthesia. Corrective shoeing
(with a toe extension) was initiated in an attempt to
stretch the rest of the leg’s soft tissues.The surgery
was successful, and an immediate change in his
deformity was evident.“We don’t see horses with
deformities this severe very often anymore,” said Dr.
Getmann.“They used to be more common, but
nowadays there are medical treatments usually used
early on to prevent the deformity from becoming
this severe.”
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ALPACA FACTS
• Female alpacas generally weigh approximately 110 to150 pounds. Male
alpacas weigh approximately 140 to180 pounds. Some alpacas can weigh
over 200 pounds. Alpacas are native to South America.
• Alpacas come in 16 colors.Their fleece—lighter, softer and warmer than
wool—is prized by designers like Ralph Lauren and Dolce & Gabbana, who
use it for hats, scarves and gloves.
• An alpaca pregnancy lasts approximately 11 months. Female alpacas are
called hembras, males are called machos, and babies are crias. Multiple
births are rare.
• In South America, alpacas live five to 10 years. However, without major
predators and with better nutrition and daily care, the North American
alpaca can live into the late teens or early twenties.
Maverick as a young horse. Courtesy of the
Amaryllis Farm Equine Rescue.
Cloud's Promise, a.k.a. Maverick
Born 2005
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